Introduction
Over the past two decades, the number of Latinos has grown rapidly in the United States (U.S.), and Latinos now comprise the nation's largest minority ethnic group at 17% of the total population. The U.S. Latino population is young, with a median age of 27 years (1) .
Latino teenagers are more likely than white teenagers to have had more than four sexual partners during their lives, to initiate sexual activity before the age of 13 and to evade using condoms or birth control methods (2) . As a result, Latino teenagers suffer from disproportionally higher rates of sexually transmitted diseases, and in 2011 accounted for 21% of diagnoses of HIV infection (3) .
Findings from numerous studies on minority teenagers have supported the view of complex influences at multiple levels of the social environment on Latino teenager sexual behavior. These influences include family, peer groups, schools and neighborhoods, and race or ethnicity (4) . Three potentially important external influences are the parents' levels of acculturation (5) , perceived value of familism (6) , and levels of knowledge about pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) (7) . Latino acculturation means the extent to which the individual is oriented to Latino customs or the culture of the new country. Familism values are key components of Latino culture and refer to an individual's perceived value of family unity, closeness, and interconnectedness between the nuclear family and extended family members (8) . However, the quantity and quality of parentteenager sexual communication has been suggested as the best predictor on teenager risky sexual behavior (9) . The purpose of this study was to test a theoretical framework based on the Parent Expansion of the Theory of Planned Behavior (PETPB) model examining relationships between selected parental, teenager and cultural variables and Latino teenagers' intentions to engage in sexual behavior. The PETPB model (10) is an ecological expansion of the Theory of Planned Behavior which incorporates the influences of parents' behavior on teenager risky sexual behavior. The model proposes that HIV-risk related sexual behavior would be determined by the teenager's intentions to engage in risky sexual behavior. The model further proposes that teenager's intentions to engage in risky sexual behavior would be determined by his/her behavioral beliefs, normative beliefs, and control beliefs.
In addition, the PETPB model proposes that parental behavioral, normative, and control beliefs are influenced by external factors and subsequently influence parents'
intentions to talk with their teenagers about sex which is viewed as an external influence on the teenager. (5) and knowledge about sexual topics (7) , as well as parental level of familism and parents' self-efficacy toward parent-teenager sexual communication (6) . and self-efficacy toward sexual communication (6, (11) (12) (13) (14) .
Path g ( Other researchers have reported positive associations between teenager levels of parent-teenager sexual communication and levels of acculturation (15) , familism values (6) and knowledge about sex (16) . (17) . (9, 16, (18) (19) (20) (21) . However, only one study reported findings specifically for Latino teenagers (21) .
Paths m, n, and o (Hypothesis 7) suggest that lower levels of teenagers' attitudes and subjective norms toward having sex in the next 3 months and higher levels of self-efficacy about avoiding risky sexual behavior are associated with lower levels of teenagers' intentions to have sex in the next 3 months. Previous studies have
shown relationships between teenagers' attitudes, subjective norms, and self-efficacy about avoiding risky sexual behavior and teenagers' sexual risk behaviors (22) (23) (24) (25) . 
Methods
A cross-sectional correlational design was used based on a secondary analysis of baseline data collected as part of a randomized control trial designed to test the efficacy of a parent computer-based intervention designed to increase Latino parent-teenager sexual communication (26) . The participants in this study were 
Measures
The measures used in this study were previously translated, back-translated, pilot tested, modified in (14, 26) . (26) (27) .
The Latino acculturation scale used preferred language as a proxy measure of acculturation and included parents' and teenagers' reports of their preferences for using English or Spanish for speaking, reading, and the preferred language used in the home. contraceptive methods, and condom use (14) . The scale measuring teenagers' self-efficacy about avoiding risky sexual behavior measured the teenagers' perceptions of whether they had sufficient resources, skills, and confidence to exert self-control and not have sex, even if their partner wanted to; or to use condoms, even if the partner didn´t want to; or to use some method of contraception, even if the partner objected (25) .
Teenagers' attitudes toward having sex in the next .10 are indicative of poor-fitting models (30) . Effect sizes and
Cohen's (31) guidelines were used to describe the magnitude of the relationship between the variables. Power analysis for multiple regression models showed adequate power to detect medium effect sizes (80% power to detect an R 2 ranging from 0.06 to 0.08, depending on the hypothesis);
and for the path models, using a test of RMSEA, the sample size provided adequate power (80%) to test for goodness of fit in simple models (with higher degrees of freedom), but provided only moderate power (ranging from 58% to 69%) for models with greater complexity (and therefore less degrees of freedom).
Findings Sample Characteristics
The parents were mostly female (n=107, 82.9%),
with a mean age of 39.26 (SD of 7.104), and 54.2% Both Latino acculturation and parental knowledge had a medium effect on the outcome of parents' self-efficacy This predictor had a medium effect on the outcome.
The confirmatory stage supported the findings from the multiple regression analysis and showed a good fit model for two of the evaluation parameters for goodness of fit (see Figure 2 ).
Hypothesis 3: Higher levels of parental intentions to talk about sexual behavior with their teenagers are associated with greater open family communication,

parent-teenager sexual communication, and parentteenager comfort with sexual communication, reported
by both parents and teenagers.
In the exploratory stage, the predictor of parents'
intentions to talk about sexual behavior with their years, living in the U.S.) (5) , sexual knowledge (sample of Mexican teenagers, males and females, ages [14] [15] [16] [17] years, living in Mexico) (7) , and parental familism and selfefficacy toward parent-teenager sexual communication (sample of Mexican teenagers, males and females, ages 14-17 years, living in Mexico) (6) . The second hypothesis was partially supported. attitudes, subjective norms, and self-efficacy toward sexual communication (6, (11) (12) (13) (14) (a sample of Mexican parents who had teenagers between 14 and 17 years of age, male and female, living in Mexico (6) ; predominately African-American mothers and teenagers, ages 11-14, male and female, living in the U.S. (12) ; predominately Latino mothers and teenagers, mean age of 13, male and female, living in the U.S. (13) ; Mexican parents, predominately mothers, living in Mexico (14) ).
The findings did not support the model proposed Teenager sexual knowledge (but not Latino acculturation or familism) was related to teenagers' attitudes and subjective norms regarding sexual communication with parents. Although no previous studies were identified examining these specific relationships, two studies were identified that reported positive relations between teenager sexual knowledge and perceptions of actual parent-teenager sexual communication (16, 32) , (sample of teenager African American males, aged 18-22, living in the U.S. (16) ; predominately white teenagers, males and females, aged 14-18, living in the U.S.
), consistent with the findings reported in the present study. (21) .
The seventh hypothesis was also only partially supported by the data. Teenagers' attitudes (but not subjective norms or self-efficacy) toward having sex in the next 3 months were positively associated with their intentions to have sex in the next 3 months. This result might be explained by the fact that only 11 teenagers reported intentions to have sex in the next 3 months, and thus there may not have been sufficient variability to identify significant relations. This finding was consistent with findings reported previously (22, 25) that favorable attitudes (but not subjective norms or selfefficacy) toward engaging in sexual intercourse were related to sexual activity (sample of African-American teenager females, age 12-18 (22) ; Latino teenagers, male and female, age 12-18, living in the U.S. (25) ).
There were some limitations to the current study that should be addressed in order to provide directions for future research. First, the secondary data analyses were derived from a randomized controlled trial -pre- 
Conclusion
The results of this study provide important 
